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Palestine 

Syrian reactions to the cnase- r ire 

The following dated the ord of July, cones f^or our source FCM* 

i. VFhen the Prime Minister Jaril H arde r accepted the cease-fire cm behalf of Syria, 

♦he Nati-nal Party rrpod on \y the sent Habih Azme and other Moslem leaders tfc 

see President Kivatli + o protest* Th^y assort ed that the co'” try no longer had faitk 
in its lende^r, and demanded ih^t the Mardan Government be replaced toy on° o** "National 
cha^aot »'** K>iwatli defended Mardam, on + he ^rounds that the responsibility for accepting 
the onnse- r ire order belonged to x he Hashomites# 

I!* Privately President Sh’dcri Arvatli was very depressed toy the Ar-h acceptance of! 
the cease-fire order* He said that thanks to the Fritish and Hashemites ho had bocn| 
placed in a very awkward s^tuatl'H and dared not tel?. + ho public tha truth* The 
Secvritv Coined treated the Aralvg as lackeys and the J<n/s despised them# The r98v.ll- 
war the seven A~ab States with 70 million inhabitant coi Id not secure their legitimate 
claims* Partition was bo*ne carried out under their noses, and Israel grew steadily! 
stronger. The Arabs had come tc realise that their interests could only bo defended^ 
tor* force but the British barred the way to their obtaining arms and had stopped 
Arab attempts to obtain arms in Czechoslovakia, ^ortce, Belgium, Greece, Turkey, 

Spain and in Grea + Brl+air itself. 

ill* Many people had asked why the A^abs did n^t tu-ur to Russia for help* They fo~|“ 
rot *h.-t the p v8sians were helping t v e Jows m or® than the Anrlo-Saxons. Moreover 
reorriree tc Russia would only result in the wipin'- out ef the Arab World completely 
iv* The KCFTI had proposed that the Arab States should officiallv declare ♦heir 
neutrality whilst secret ly inciting their peoples to acti **, toait he had no solution 
to o*Yr as to how *hey eo”ld obtain a-ens in order to carry o- 1 this programme. 

2# "he following comes from o-r source Jet# 

1# Azzam Pasha, Secreta~y-Genoral of the Arab Loa'-ue, discussed at Beirut on 21et 
July with +he Lebanese General rta p f f the pos~ihiliticr of -oopening hostilities 
against the Jews. The Letosm^ra G.'MG. declared a that t v e orly same polidy for 
tt>e Arabs wes +o accept o^ovi si anally the de °acto existence of the Jewish state/ 
and to employ A be next *Yv yoa-s in bi'illirr up the Arab a^ies into efficient and 
well-enuipred firdMlnr units# 

ii# Azzam Pasha a^eod and undertook to impress Vris view members of *he Arab 
League." 
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